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their father, so ratified on his death bed, so confirmed
by their own oaths," if they should thus marry into the
perfidious house of Lombardy. " The enmity of the
Lombards to the papal see is implacable. Wherefore
St. Peter himself solemnly adjures them, he, the Pope,
the whole clergy, and people of Koine adjure them by
all which is awful and commanding, by the living and
true God, by the tremendous day of judgement, by all
the holy mysteries, and by the most sacred body of St.
Peter, that neither of the brothers presume to wed the
daughter of Desiderius, or to give the lovely Gisela in
wedlock to his son. But if either (which he cannot
imagine) should act contrary to this adjuration, by the
.authority of St. Peter he is under the most terrible
anathema, an alien from the kingdom of God, and con-
demned with the devil and his most wicked ministers
and with all impious men, to be burned in the eternal
fire; but he who shall obey shall be rewarded with,
everlasting glory."

But Pope Stephen spoke to obdurate ears. Already
Charlemagne began to show that, however highly he
might prize the alliance of the hierarchy, he was not its
humble minister. Lofty as were his notions of religion,
he would rarely sacrifice objects of worldly policy.
Sovereign as yet of but one-half the dominions of his
father Pepin, he had not now by the death of his brother
and the dispossession of his brother's children consoli-
dated the kingdom of the Franks into one great
monarchy. It was to his advantage, in case of hos-
tilities with his brother (already they had once broken
out), to connect himself with the Lombard kingdom.
He married the daughter of Desiderius; and his own
irregular passions, not the dread of papal censure, dis-
solved, only a year after, the inhibited union.